Digital Media Student Contract

Welcome to Digital Media!  In order for you to achieve your full potential in this class it is necessary for you to adhere to the following classroom procedures and regulations. 

Classroom Regulations 

1. You will be assigned seats by your teacher and will be expected to maintain these seats until your teacher changes them. If you are having any difficulties with these assignments, bring them to the attention of your teacher immediately. 

2. The use of any personal electronics in class is prohibited, and will be subject to the penalties specified in the student handbook.

3.  Stow your book bags under your desk and out of the aisles

4. No food or drink will be consumed in class.

5. Each day’s lesson will begin promptly. If you should arrive late and have a pass, enter quietly and leave your pass on the teacher’s desk.

6. Once in the classroom you should quietly proceed directly to your assigned seats, and take out your notebook and pen.  

7. Each day’s notes should be recorded in the classwork section of your binder. Head each page with the day’s aim and the date. 

8. It is expected that you will participate actively in class discussions and attempt to answer the questions posed (not necessarily correctly). Class participation is a factor in determining your grade. Classwork will be evaluated as follows:

	(5)
	Participates at every opportunity. Offers thoughtful responses to questions, and arrives to class prepared (with notebook, handouts, a writing utensil and any assignment due that day). 

	(4)
	Participates often in class discussions. Did not come to class fully prepared (missing one of the items above). 

	(3)
	Occasionally participates in class discussions. Answers only when called on. Did not come to class fully prepared( missing two of the items above)

	(2)
	Rarely participates in class discussions. Occasionally answers correctly when called on. Did not come to class fully prepared (missing three of the items above).

	(1)
	Rarely participated in class discussions. Is inattentive in class. 

	(0)
	A disruptive influence during class discussion. Poor attendance and /or lateness. Did not come to class prepared (missing all items listed above). 


9. The end of the period is determined by the teacher. Remain in your seat and wait for the teacher to dismiss you. 

10. If your teacher is absent, a substitute lesson will be left for you to complete. You must hand in this assignment at the end of the period to be graded. 

Homework

1. Homework should be done 
2. All assignments are to be headed with your name, topic and date assigned.

34. Due dates for all homework assigned are not flexible. Homework written in journal must be submitted the next day. Homework posted online must be posted on the date given (the time and date will be stamped). Work turned in after the due date will not be given full credit.

5.  In the event of your absence, the assignment will be due upon your return to class. If you have a problem with an assignment due date please speak with me right away. Please check my website to stay current.

6. Assignments are graded as follows:

	√+
	3
	Excellent work; thoughtful, extensive answers. Outstanding in content and appearance. Clearly exceeds the requirements of the assignment.

	√
	2
	Good work; answers are correct. Meets the requirements of the assignment.

	√-
	1
	Marginally acceptable work; several incorrect answers, incomplete or sloppy work. 

	0
	0
	Not acceptable. 


Projects

1. Due dates for all projects assigned are not flexible.

2. Projects should be done with accuracy and care.

3.  Grades for projects will be based on a rubric provided. 

4. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to make up any missing projects promptly. Upon your return, you will be given one day for ever y day you were absent to complete the project.

Exams

1. It is your responsibility to take every exam given in class. 

2. If you are absent for an exam you must make arrangements with the teacher to make up a missed exam as soon as possible. 

3. If an exam is not made up within a week of your return to school, the grade will become a zero. 

4. If you need extra help please see me and time will be set up for you in the morning, lunch or after school. 

Grading Policy

1. Grades will be determined as follows:

	Test/Quiz
	30%

	Performance based Projects/Videos
	30%

	Homework
	20%

	Class Participation 
	20%


2. Test’s and quizzes will make up 30% of your final grade. All tests will be announced no less than a week in advanced. A quiz may be announced or unannounced. 

3. Performance based Assignments will make up 30% of your final grade. This can include videos, shoots, demonstrations in class, online projects, posters etc. 

4. Homework will make up 20% of your final grade. Please see the homework section of the contract for further explanation. 

5. Class Participation will make up 20% of your final grade. Class participation not only includes your behavior and attentiveness in class it also includes any assignments and work done in class. 

6. You are expected to behave honorably in the class. Plagiarism, copying or other forms of cheating will not be tolerated and will result in a loss of credit. 

7.  Extra Credit may be given if a student has participated in multiple shoots or has demonstrated mastery of editing enough to help his or her peers with their projects.

Academic Integrity

Students are expected to read and understand the Jr./Sr. Student Handbook on plagiarism. Members of the Westwood Regional School District are expected to be honest in their academic endeavors. Please refer to the district’s policies and regulations for further details.

I have read the Digital Media Student Contract, and I understand all my responsibilities related to this class.

STUDENT’S SIGNATURE:________________________________________________________________

PARENT’S SIGNATURE:______________________________________________________________________

PARENT’S EMAIL:___________________________________________________________________________

Dear Parents, 

I am excited to meet your child and to introduce them to a hands-on, fun class like Digital Media. I will be teaching your child how to use digital technology to shoot and edit video, while also discussing the technological advancements of television, media and the Internet. Prior to teaching, I worked in the television industry for 10 years, and I believe Digital Media is something our children must learn to use appropriately, constructively in order to integrate technology into other class projects. In the syllabus, you will find all you need to help your child meet the course requirements. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns so we can work together to assure your child’s success.
Sincerely,

Jody Lazarski

Please check our class website which details our lessons. Talk with your child, see how they like learning using our class website. Your child’s feedback helps me understand their learning process even better. Our website can be found at : www.wwdigitalmedia.weebly.com  or www.digitalmediaii.weebly.com (if taking the advanced course) 
Homework: Homework is given not as busy work, but as a way to confirm that you child understood the steps we learned in class, or to reflect on their performance and critique their work. Using a blog offers the ability for other students to see that their peers are doing their work, and is overall very positive for the class. It also offers one student to give another student feedback and offers an opportunity for collaboration. I always moderate the comments before they are published to the web… so, your child may not see his or her work immediately after doing it. Once I moderate, the grades are usually entered into genesis. If your child has a zero, it’s because I moderated the comments and they did not do it in time. By allowing them to do it after moderating, the risk is that they can copy another students post. However, I do give partial credit only within one week of being late, since not doing the work is 20% of their grade. After one week, I do not have time to go back and allow them to respond. The blog can be found at: http://wwdigitalmedia.weebly.com/homework-blog-2013-2014.html
Tests/Quizzes: Test and Quizzes are announced at least one week in advance, if not earlier. And they are also already structured into the website, so you can see what we plan to do “about” when. Students with a documented absence must make arrangements with the teacher to make up a missed test or quiz as soon as possible. 
Extra Help : I can be available for extra help as needed. Please encourage your son or daughter to contact me if they would like to make an appointment for extra help.
Extra Credit: Extra credit can be earned by filming or editing extra projects happening at the school or by volunteering with WCTV. I also will give extra credit for submitting “Box Tops” which I send to the PTO.
Contacting The Teacher: If you would like to discuss your child’s progress, you can reach me at jody.lazarski@wwrsd.org or mrs.lazarski@gmail.com
